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s my eyes slowly adjusted to the morning sunlight, I felt a bit awkward, a little unsure of what I was doing here, but gradually, I
began to feel a sense of deep-rooted... happiness? Yes, happiness. You see — I slept in a homeless shelter because I chose to.
In the past, 've donated to charity. I've bought and wrapped gifts for underprivileged kids. I've even visited nursing homes with my
children.
But all of those actions were relatively easy, enjoyable, and certainly anything but dangerous.
So why would anyone choose to spend a night in a shelter thats perhaps unclean, unkempt and potentially a risk to their own personal
safety? For me, the decision was easy. Once I learned of the ongoing request for shelter volunteers, I decided the need was more important
than maintaining my own, comfortable wellbeing.
After spending my first night at the shelter, I have to say, I found it to be quite safe after all. In fact, I felt a great deal of respect given to
the volunteers. The guests appeared to truly understand the efforts the volunteers made for them. And to relieve my concerns of
cleanliness, I was encouraged to learn that every shelter guest was given a clean towel and washcloth and entitled to a hot shower. Likewise,
the bathrooms and showers were sterilized in the morning and the floors were swept of every crumb.
Now of course you may be thinking, "As nice as all of this sounds, volunteering just isn’t my cup of tea." Well maybe until now












